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BVSD Summer Summit gives
students boost for coming school
year

Rising kindergartner Shinobi Leigo, left, celebrates his work with teacher Becky Spear
during a Kinder Bridge class Tuesday at Birch Elementary in Broomfield. (Cliff
Grassmick/Staff Photographer)

By AMY BOUNDS | abounds@prairiemountainmedia.com | Boulder
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Thirteen incoming kindergarten students recently sat on the rug in a
classroom at Broomfield’s Birch Elementary to listen to the story of the
“Three Little Pigs” and then learn to build their own house from
marshmallows and toothpicks.

Teacher Becky Spear showed them
how to use a grid to help them
count 10 marshmallows, then how
to squish marshmallows on the
ends of the toothpicks. There were
a few hiccups, with one boy eating
a marshmallow while another
insisted on lying on the rug instead
of participating. But at the end,

with lots of encouragement and a Violet Long builds a marshmallow house

replacement marshmallow, allhad ~ during a Kinder Bridge class at Birch
Elementary in Broomfield on June 10.

built something they could test by (jiff Grassmick/taff Photographer)
“huffing, puffing and trying to blow

it down.”

“If 'm stuck and really frustrated, what do I do?” asked Spear, who is a
Louisville Elementary kindergarten teacher during the school year. “I stop,
and I take a deep breath, and I say ‘I need help.””

The Boulder Valley School District is in its third year of offering a full-day,
four-week Summer Summit program for elementary and middle school
students. Students attend four days a week in June, for 15 days total, at four
elementary school sites and one middle school site.

Altogether, about 2,100 students are enrolled in district summer programes,
including about 100 students in special education in an extended school year
program and about 375 high schoolers participating in a summer credit
recovery program. In Summer Summit, there are about 1,600 district
students plus 200 soon-to-be kindergartners.
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Last summer, a federal, pandemic relief grant paid about half the $1.2
million cost for summer school. This year, Summer Summit is funded

through a combination of Boulder Valley general education funds and a
donation from Impact on Education, the district’s foundation. Impact on
Education provided about $195,000 to cover the incoming kindergarten
students, plus another $136,000 so the district could continue to offer a
middle school program.

Extended Learning Coordinator Cameo DeDominces, who oversees Summer
Summit, said last school year’s middle school program had a 97% attendance
rate and provided students with a safe place to spend a big chunk of the
summer. This year’s program, which was limited to 250 students, had a wait
list of about 100 students.

“We said we can’t cut middle school; look at this attendance and
engagement,” DeDominces said. “But the summer school budget will have to
be a continued conversation.”

Summer Summit is free for families, other than a $50 registration fee, with
transportation, breakfast and lunch all provided by the school district. The
$50 registration fee is reimbursed for students whose attendance is 80% or
higher.

Given the limited spots available, DeDominces said, the district was strategic
in inviting students. The district generated an initial list of about 4,000
students based on test scores and other data, then sent the list to school
principals to narrow it to students who they thought would most benefit.
Principals also could add students who didn’t need as much academic
support but could benefit from a consistent summer program.

The district provides most of the curriculum for teachers so it’s consistent
across sites. The district hired about 90 current and retired Boulder Valley
educators hired for Summer Summit, plus additional teachers for the special
education program. Teachers who are looking to become administrators are
hired as the leaders at each site.

“We’re really intentional with our hiring,” DeDominces said. “These are the
students who need us the most, which means they’re probably going to be
some of the most challenging.”
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At the elementary level, classes cover social and emotional lessons, literacy,
math and science. Students also rotate to different elective classes, including
art, music and PE. Para-educators provide additional support, as does a
counselor who rotates among the schools. Class sizes generally are limited to
20 students, though for rising kindergartners it’s capped at 18.

Nathan Spencer, the teacher leader for Birch’s program, said he draws on his
experiences as a special education teacher at Broomfield High to provide
extra support during the summer classes. In Spear’s classroom, for example,
he created a sticker chart to help motivate the incoming kindergartner who
didn’t want to participate.

“This definitely gives them a boost,” he said.

Kirsten Allison, who’s teaching a summer class of rising fifth graders, is
asking her students to read three stories they read last school year but go
deeper into those stories for the summer. For math, she looked at their
scores to find the gaps so she can focus on what they didn’t pick up in fourth
grade.

“It’s a little more relaxed and a little more fun in the summer, but it’s still an
extension of the school year. “We want to get these prepared to hit the
ground running when they come back in the fall.”

, ; The Kinder Bridge program for

_ ame o §2", rising kindergartners expands on a
‘ previous Impact on Education early
education program that was held at
Boulder Housing Partners sites.
This is the third year Impact has
partnered with the district to offer

the program as part of Summer

Elizabeth Drase, left, reads to her Summit.
students during a Kinder Bridge class at
Birch Elementary in Broomfield on June

Current Boulder Valley preschool
10. (Cliff Grassmick/Staff Photographer) yp

students are recommended by their

schools. To reach students who
didn’t attend Boulder Valley preschools, Impact depends on targeted
outreach in partnership with local organizations, including Sister Carmen,
Boulder Housing Partners, Community Food Share and Head Start. The goal
is to enroll students who have never attended a formal preschool, have
family risk factors, attend Head Start preschools or are new to the country.
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“It’s access to opportunities for students,” Impact on Education Program
Director Katie DiMercurio said. “Early childhood education can really make
a difference in a kid’s life.”

She said Impact continues to fund the program because it’s producing
positive results. All of last summer’s Kinder Bridge participants enrolled in a
Boulder Valley kindergarten class, 80% reached or exceeded kindergarten
readiness benchmarks, and 80% improved in literacy and numeracy
assessments.

At Lafayette’s Angevine Middle, the 250 middle school students start the day
either in a homeroom or in a once-a-week all school assembly. Students then
go to language arts, math, science, elective and intervention classes. In the
intervention classes, they work on literacy and math skills using computer
programs. Those who don’t need the extra support are tapped as peer
mentors for the special education program.

Jim Freund, a middle school math teacher at Boulder’s Horizons K-8, asked
his rising sixth graders to try geometric shape puzzles. As students asked for
help finding the hidden trapezoids, parallelograms and right triangles, he
reminded them that “learning is good for you. It’s hard, but it’s good for you.
Keep going, keep thinking.”

He said he’s in his third year teaching summer school because he wants to
help struggling students get unstuck.

“In math, you’re just learning how to think and how to problem solve,” he
said.

He added taking time to build relationships with students is important, even
in a 15-day summer program.

“To learn, you have to be comfortable being uncomfortable,” he said.
“Building a relationship is really valuable for me and the kids. You can see
kids starting to put the pieces together. I love helping them learn.”

Susie Dykstra, a Monarch High science teacher, helped a class of rising
eighth graders set up solar experiments using plastic bins, water; sand and
plastic wrap to build mini greenhouses. Her class includes six students who
are beginning English speakers plus multiple students with disabilities,
including one student with significant needs who just graduated from high
school and is part of the special education program.
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She said her main goal is giving students exposure to the science topics
they’ll see as eighth graders, as well as teaching them some key skills, such
as how to write a scientific conclusion, analyze data and organize their

work.

“We’ve been doing a lot of hands-on science, a lot of teamwork, a lot of
vocabulary, a lot of practice writing in full sentences,” she said. “We can flex
to cover what they need. They don’t always want to be in summer school,
but we try to focus on their potential to grow. Hopefully, they’ll be more
confident in the fall.”

2025 > June > 18
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PEARL STREET MALL

City highlights recent saf

By James Burky
Jburky@prairiemountainmedia.com

Amid renewed security con-
cerns after the June 1 Pearl Street
Mall attack, the city of Boulder is
emphasizing its security.

The Boulder Police Depart-
ment, which the city says is at full
staffing levels, issued a news re-
lease this week that highlighted
safety efforts made in the past 18
months that the public might not
be aware of. That includes having

Sgt. Ryan Scheevel dedicated to
coordinating efforts on the Pearl
Street Mall, and establishing an
e-bike patrol for Pearl Street of-
ficers. The Downtown Boulder
Partnership, an organization that
oversees operations in the portion
of the city, lists seven officers ded-
icated to the Pearl Street Mall.
Those efforts are meant to “in-
crease the feeling of safety and
actual safety of visitors to down-
town whether they’re working,
whether they’re living here or

whether they’re just visiting,” said
Bettina Swigger, CEO of Down-
town Boulder Partnership.

The release also highlighted a
program from the police depart-
ment called the Downtown Offi-
cer Block Program, in which an
officer serves as a liaison for busi-
nesses on their blocks within the
Business Improvement District,
or BID. The bounds of the BID
cover the Pearl Street Mall and
Walnut Street, stretch north to

SAFETY » PAGE6

People deal
with heavy rain
that fell on the
Pear| Street
Mall on June
17.
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Rising kindergartner Shinobi Leigo, left, celebrates his work with teacher Becky Spear during a Kinder Bridge class Tuesday at Birch

Summer Summit gives students
boost for upcoming school year

By Amy Bounds
abounds
@prairiemountainmedia.com

Thirteen incoming Kinder-
garten students recently sat on
the rugin a classroom at Broom-
field’s Birch Elementary to listen
to the story of the “Three Lit-
tle Pigs” and then learn to build
their own house from marsh-
mallows and toothpicks.

Teacher Becky Spear showed
them how to use a grid to help
them count 10 marshmallows,
then how to squish marshmal-
lows on the ends of the tooth-
picks. There were a few hiccups,
with one boy eating a marsh-

mallow while another insisted
on lying on the rug instead of
participating. But at the end,
with lots of encouragement and
areplacement marshmallow, all
had built something they could
test by “huffing, puffing and try-
ing to blow it down.”

“If 'm stuck and really frus-
trated, what do I do?” asked
Spear, who is a Louisville Ele-
mentary Kindergarten teacher
during the school year. “I stop,
and I take a deep breath, and I
say ‘I need help.” “

The Boulder Valley School
District is in its third year of
offering a full-day, four-week

Violet Long builds a marshmallow house during a Kinder Bridge class

SUMMER » PAGE6 at Birch Elementary in Broomfield on June 10.

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT AND THE U.S. FOREST SERVICE

Which public lands could be eligible for sale under GOP bill?

More than 14 million acres in state meet criteria,
including popular mountain biking, hiking areas

By Elise Schmelzer
eschmelzer@denverpost.com

Federal public lands in Colo-
rado eligible for sale under Re-
publicans’ current budget bill
include a popular mountain bik-

ing area outside of Grand Junc-
tion, a beloved hiking area in
Durango’s backyard and thou-
sands of acres of forest abut-
ting the Front Range’s Brain-
ard Lake Recreation Area and
Indian Peak Wilderness.

More than 14 million acres of
federal public land in Colorado
could be eligible for sale if Con-
gress passes the current version
of the budget bill mandating the
sale of a fraction of the nation’s
public lands, an analysis by The
Wilderness Society found.

The eligible parcels cover
chunks of mountain, foothills
and plains along the Front

Range and the Western Slope.
The budget draft requires the
Bureau of Land Management
and the U.S. Forest Service to
sell between 0.5% and 0.75% of
the 438 million acres the agen-
cies manage across the West —
up to 3.3 million acres, or 5,100
square miles.
It exempts certain lands from
LANDS » PAGE 6

JAMES BEARD AWARDS

Boulder’s
Frasca takes
home one of
top honors

By Miguel Otarola
motarola@denverpost.com

Frasca Food and Wine took
home the prize for Outstanding
Restaurant in the country at the
James Beard Foundation awards
Monday evening in Chicago.

It was the only win amid six
nominations for Colorado chefs
and restaurants.

The Italian fine-dining desti-
nation, at 1738 Pearl St. in Boul-
der, received the top honor during
the black-tie and red carpet affair
held at the Civic Opera House.

It’s the fourth Beard win for
Frasca, which has been nomi-
nated more than a dozen times
in various categories over the
years.

Frasca co-founder Bobby
Stuckey dropped his hands in ex-
altation upon climbing the stage
to accept the award, flanked to
his right by his business part-
ners.

He thanked the restaurant’s
guests, employees and executive
chef Ian Palazzola, who Stuckey
said recently became a father.

“We thank you, because our
industry is freaking beautiful,”
Stuckey said from the podium. “I
love that the James Beard Foun-
dation gives this beautiful indus-
try this night.”

He ended by bidding the audi-
ence good evening in Italian.

Frasca’s other Beard wins were
for outstanding service in 2019,
outstanding wine program in
2013 and best chef in the then
Southwest for Lachlan Mackin-
non-Patterson in 2008.

Colorado restaurants and chefs
were nominated in five other cat-
egories but were not awarded.
They included Alma Fonda Fina
(2556 15th St., Denver) for best
new restaurant; Carolyn Nugent
and Alen Ramos of Poulette Bake-
shop (19585 Hess Rd., Parker) for
outstanding pastry chef or baker;
Penelope Wong of Yuan Wonton
(2878 Fairfax St., Denver) for best
chef in the Mountain region; and
McLain Hedges and Mary Allison
Wright of Yacht Club (3701 Wil-
liams St., Denver) for outstanding
professionals in cocktail service,
a new category.

Stuckey, a master sommelier
who co-founded the James Beard
award-winning and Michelin-
starred Frasca Hospitality Group,
won the Julia Child Award pre-
sented by the Julia Child Founda-
tion for Gastronomy and the Culi-
nary Arts earlier this year.

Subscribe to our new food
newsletter, Stuffed, to get Denver
food and drink news sent

straight to your inbox.
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Summer Summit program
for elementary and middle
school students. Students
attend four days a week in
June, for 15 days total, at
four elementary school sites
and one middle school site.
Altogether, about 2,100
students are enrolled in dis-
trict summer programs, in-
cluding about 100 students
in special education in an
extended school year pro-
gram and about 375 high
schoolers participating in
a summer credit recovery
program. In Summer Sum-
mit, there are about 1,600
district students plus 200
soon-to-be kindergartners.
Last summer, a federal,
pandemic relief grant paid
about half the $1.2 million
cost for summer school.
This year, Summer Sum-
mit is funded through
a combination of Boul-
der Valley general educa-
tion funds and a donation
from Impact on Educa-
tion, the district’s founda-
tion. Impact on Education
provided about $195,000
to cover the incoming kin-
dergarten students, plus an-
other $136,000 so the dis-
trict could continue to offer
a middle school program.
Extended Learning Co-
ordinator Cameo De-
Dominces, who oversees
Summer Summit, said last
school year’s middle school
program had a 97% atten-
dance rate and provided
students with a safe place
to spend a big chunk of the
summer. This year’s pro-
gram, which was limited
to 250 students, had a wait
list of about 100 students.
“We said we can’t cut
middle school; look at this

CLIFF GRASSMICK — STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Elizabeth Drase, left, reads to her students during a Kinder
Bridge class at Birch Elementary in Broomfield on June 10.

attendance and engage-
ment,” DeDominces said.
“But the summer school
budget will have to be a
continued conversation.”

Summer Summit is free
for families, other than a
$50 registration fee, with
transportation, breakfast
and lunch all provided by
the school district. The
$50 registration fee is re-
imbursed for students
whose attendance is 80%
or higher.

Given the limited spots
available, DeDominces said,
the district was strategic in
inviting students. The dis-
trict generated an initial
list of about 4,000 students
based on test scores and
other data, then sent the list
to school principals to nar-
row it to students who they
thought would most benefit.
Principals also could add
students who didn’t need as
much academic support but
could benefit from a consis-
tent summer program.

The district provides
most of the curriculum for
teachers so it’s consistent
across sites. The district
hired about 90 current and

retired Boulder Valley ed-
ucators hired for Summer
Summit, plus additional
teachers for the special ed-
ucation program. Teachers
who are looking to become
administrators are hired as
the leaders at each site.

“We’re really inten-
tional with our hiring,”
DeDominces said. “These
are the students who need
us the most, which means
they’re probably going to
be some of the most chal-
lenging.”

At the elementary level,
classes cover social and
emotional lessons, liter-
acy, math and science. Stu-
dents also rotate to dif-
ferent elective classes, in-
cluding art, music and PE.
Para-educators provide ad-
ditional support, as does
a counselor who rotates
among the schools. Class
sizes generally are limited
to 20 students, though for
rising kindergartners it’s
capped at 18.

Nathan Spencer, the
teacher leader for Birch’s
program, said he draws on
his experiences as a spe-
cial education teacher at

Broomfield High to provide
extra support during the
summer classes. In Spear’s
classroom, for example, he
created a sticker chart to
help motivate the incoming
kindergartner who didn’t
want to participate.

“This definitely gives
them a boost,” he said.

Kirsten Allison, who’s
teaching a summer class of
rising fifth graders, is ask-
ing her students to read
three stories they read last
school year but go deeper
into those stories for the
summer. For math, she
looked at their scores to
find the gaps so she can fo-
cus on what they didn’t pick
up in fourth grade.

“It’s a little more relaxed
and a little more fun in the
summer, but it’s still an ex-
tension of the school year.
“We want to get these pre-
pared to hit the ground run-
ning when they come back
in the fall.”

The Kinder Bridge pro-
gram for rising kindergart-
ners expands on a previous
Impact on Education early
education program that
was held at Boulder Hous-
ing Partners sites. This is
the third year Impact has
partnered with the district
to offer the program as part
of Summer Summit.

Current Boulder Val-
ley preschool students are
recommended by their
schools. To reach students
who didn’t attend Boulder
Valley preschools, Impact
depends on targeted out-
reach in partnership with
local organizations, includ-
ing Sister Carmen, Boulder
Housing Partners, Commu-
nity Food Share and Head
Start. The goal is to enroll
students who have never at-
tended a formal preschool,
have family risk factors, at-
tend Head Start preschools

or are new to the country.

“It’s access to opportuni-
ties for students,” Impact on
Education Program Direc-
tor Katie DiMercurio said.
“Early childhood education
can really make a difference
in a kid’s life.”

She said Impact contin-
ues to fund the program be-
cause it’s producing positive
results.

All of last summer’s
Kinder Bridge participants
enrolled in a Boulder Val-
ley kindergarten class, 80%
reached or exceeded kinder-
garten readiness bench-
marks, and 80% improved
in literacy and numeracy
assessments.

At Lafayette’s Angevine
Middle, the 250 middle
school students start the
day either in a homeroom or
in a once-a-week all school
assembly. Students then go
to language arts, math, sci-
ence, elective and interven-
tion classes. In the inter-
vention classes, they work
on literacy and math skills
using computer programs.
Those who don’t need the
extra support are tapped as
peer mentors for the special
education program.

Jim Freund, a middle
school math teacher at
Boulder’s Horizons K-8,
asked his rising sixth grad-
ers to try geometric shape
puzzles. As students asked
for help finding the hidden
trapezoids, parallelograms
and right triangles, he re-
minded them that “learn-
ing is good for you. It’s hard,
but it’s good for you. Keep
going, keep thinking.”

He said he’s in his third
year teaching summer
school because he wants to
help struggling students get
unstuck.

Your Ridgway Escape Awaits!

“In math, you’re just
learning how to think and
how to problem solve,” he
said.

He added taking time to
build relationships with stu-
dents is important, even in
a 15-day summer program.

“To learn, you have to be
comfortable being uncom-
fortable,” he said. “Building
arelationship is really valu-
able for me and the kids.
You can see kids starting
to put the pieces together.
I love helping them learn.”

Susie Dykstra, a Mon-
arch High science teacher,
helped a class of rising
eighth graders set up so-
lar experiments using plas-
tic bins, water, sand and
plastic wrap to build mini
greenhouses.

Her class includes six stu-
dents who are beginning
English speakers plus mul-
tiple students with disabil-
ities, including one student
with significant needs who
just graduated from high
school and is part of the
special education program.

She said her main goal is
giving students exposure to
the science topics they’ll see
as eighth graders, as well
as teaching them some key
skills, such as how to write
a scientific conclusion, ana-
lyze data and organize their
work.

“We’ve been doing a lot
of hands-on science, a lot of
teamwork, a lot of vocabu-
lary, a lot of practice writ-
ing in full sentences,” she
said.

“We can flex to cover
what they need. They don’t
always want to be in sum-
mer school, but we try to
focus on their potential to
grow. Hopefully, they’ll be
more confident in the fall.”

Safety

portions of Spruce Street
and south to and beyond
Canyon Boulevard.

Some of the other
changes the release high-
lighted are bathroom atten-
dants to monitor public re-
strooms on Pearl Street and
an on-call team that is des-
ignated to address home-
less camps in downtown
Boulder.

City officials found it im-
portant to emphasize these
already-made changes with
international interest on
Boulder in light of the June
1 antisemitic attack that in-
jured 15 people.

“We have visitors from
all over the world that come
down here, and unfortu-
nately the spotlight (is on
us) right now,” said Mike
Heath, commander with
the Boulder Police Depart-
ment. “We take safety ex-
tremely seriously.”

Mike Horowitz has as

good a reason as anyone to
feel unsafe on Pearl Street.
He’s the face behind the
Freddie’s Hot Dogs cart
on the Pearl Street Mall at
Broadway. That’s where he
spends his days, sitting or
standing beneath a colorful
umbrella slinging dogs and
South Jersey wit.

“I think the problem here
is, I don’t think people ex-
pect it,” Horowitz said. “I'm
from New Jersey, and I do
the same thing here, I walk
around. I'm always looking
around because you want to

know what’s going on.”

The Pearl Street Mall is
more or less as safe as it’s
always been, Horowitz said.
He sees more danger in the
more violent members of
the homeless community.
He said he was assaulted
by a homeless man last Au-
gust.

“I think in general, it’s
a very safe place,” Horow-
itz said of Pearl Street. “You
never know what’s going to
happen. (The Pearl Street
Mall attack) could have
happened anywhere.”

Lands
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sale, including national
monuments, wilderness ar-
eas, national conservation
areas, national parks and
national recreation areas.
Public lands with existing
mining or drilling rights
would also be exempted.

Republican leadership
pitched the land sales as
a way to generate revenue
and make more land avail-
able for housing, though
the bill contains no provi-
sions requiring proposed
housing to be affordable.
The bill states the agencies
should prioritize the sale of
lands that are nominated by
states or local governments,
are adjacent to existing de-
velopment and infrastruc-
ture, and are suitable for
residential housing.

Nearly all of the proceeds
from the sales — estimated
at between $5 billion and
$10 billion over the next de-
cade — would go to the U.S.
Treasury.

The provision sparked
broad and fierce criticism
from Colorado conserva-
tion and recreation com-
munities as well as the
state’s Democratic delega-
tion in Congress. Colora-
dans’ businesses, ways of
life and identity rely on pub-
lic lands, they said.

Public lands are Amer-
icans’ birthright and a
unique treasure that can be
accessed by all, Tony Prend-
ergast, a Colorado rancher
and member of Backcoun-
try Hunters and Anglers,
said in a call with report-
ers Friday.

“There is nothing like
this issue that will fire up
people like me to get in-
volved politically,” he said.
“The depth of the anger I
feel and the disappoint-
ment in those elected offi-
cials who are putting this
proposal forward and those
who will support it is just

intense for me.”

Lawmakers over the
weekend expanded the eli-
gibility of lands for sale by
removing a definition that
specified what types of
leases exempted land from
sale, said Michael Carroll,
the BLM campaign direc-
tor at The Wilderness Soci-
ety. The text no longer ex-
plicitly exempts lands with
grazing leases, which cover
millions of acres across the
West.

The revision to the bill
also strengthened require-
ments that the sold land
be used for housing or “in-
frastructure to support lo-
cal housing needs.” Previ-
ously, it allowed the land to
be used for broader “com-
munity needs.”

It also removed language
that required agencies to
prioritize selling tracts that
were difficult to manage be-
cause of their remoteness.

After the exemptions
are accounted for, approx-
imately 14 million acres of
public land are eligible for
sale in Colorado, according
to The Wilderness Society’s
analysis.

On the Western Slope, el-
igible lands include chunks
of BLM land north of Blue
Mesa Reservoir and along
the Gunnison River be-
low the reservoir’s output.
Swaths of land in the Book
Cliffs immediately north
of Palisade could be for
sale, as well as the popu-
lar Lunch Loops mountain
bike trail system outside
Grand Junction. Durango’s
beloved Animas Mountain
recreation space is eligible,
as is land along the scenic
U.S. 550 between Durango
and Silverton — known as
the Million Dollar Highway.

In the Arkansas River
Valley, thousands of acres
would be eligible across
the Sawatch Range west of
Twin Lakes, Buena Vista
and Salida.

Another large tract cov-
ers a huge chunk of moun-
tains north of Aspen, and

another nearly all the
mountains immediately
east of Steamboat Springs,
which serve as popular
camping, hiking and bik-
ing areas.

Closer to the Front
Range, nearly all of the
Forest Service land in the
hills west of the Interstate
25 corridor between Castle
Rock and Colorado Springs
is eligible. Forest Service
land abutting the east-
ern borders of the popular
Brainard Lake Recreation
Area and Indian Peaks Wil-
derness would be eligible as
well.

Because the bill priori-
tizes land near communi-
ties, it could threaten the
lands most accessible and
most used by Coloradans,
said Carroll, who lives in
Durango and frequently
visits Animas Mountain.

“The big loser is people’s
recreation and outdoor
space that we all go to on a
regular basis,” he said. “The
real impact is on local com-
munities.”

The Senate proposal fol-
lows a failed amendment
to the House version of the
budget that would have sold
more than 500,000 acres of
public land in Utah and Ne-
vada.

The amendment was
later stripped from the
House draft — in part due
to opposition from Western
Republicans.

Rep. Jeff Hurd, who rep-
resents the sprawling 3rd
Congressional District, was
the only member of Colora-
do’s Republican House del-
egation to oppose the mea-
sure or speak publicly about
public lands sales. In a pre-
vious interview with The
Denver Post, he said he op-
posed the large-scale sale of
public lands without local
input but eventually voted
in favor of the larger pack-
age because his concerns
about the land sale did not
outweigh the parts of the
bill he liked.

Other Senate committees

are still working this week
on their pieces of the bud-
get bill as Republicans work
to pass a final version in the
coming weeks.
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